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Overview of Social learning theory
Social learning theory of criminology assumes that criminal behavior is learned behavior; simply it asserts that criminal activity is essentially learned from others in a context of social interaction social structure and situation, as both or as a conforming and deviant behavior. Hence, this theory attempts to explain how and why individuals learn from significant others, and how these interactions lead to a propensity of criminal activity (Eriksson& Broidy, 2017).  
 Tenets of social learning theory
Social learning theory proposes that there are three mechanisms by which crime can be a learned behavior; differential reinforcement, modeling and beliefs (Akers, 2017). First, differential reinforcement mechanism holds that individuals can teach others to engage in crime by reinforcing and punishing certain behaviors. With this mechanism, the propensity of crime occurs when is frequently reinforced, and infrequently punished; when the amount of reinforcement exceeds the punishment; or when a particular crime is reinforced than alternative behaviors. Secondly, the belief mechanism holds that other individuals can also teach individual beliefs that are favorable to crime. A belief favoring criminal activities include approval of certain minor forms of crime; justification of certain forms of crime; and making the crime seem like a more attractive alternative to other behaviors. Thirdly, the modeling mechanism holds that individuals regularly imitate the behavior of others, particularly if that individual admires that significant other. 
The occurrence of crime
Based on the three tenets of social learning theory, it is certain that all the mechanisms describe sets of variables that involve similar underlying procedure that is operative in each person's learning account in the close situation in which a chance for a crime happens.  From a social learning perspective, deviant and criminal conduct is learned and sustained through facilitative effects associations with family and peers. The propensity of crime is likely to occur if an individual is exposed to or associated with violent or delinquent peers/fellows; associations with delinquent peers appear to precede the start of delinquent behavior. Also, early or childhood aggression and exposure to violence is likely to be imitated and be the same aggressive behavior be modeled or reinforced within a social context, structure, or a lifetime of an individual (Eriksson & Broidy, 2017). 
Crime reduction strategies
Community prevention
	Since social learning theory holds the perspective that individuals commit crimes based on learning criminal behaviors from their immediate environment; where they live, community prevention is a significant crime reduction strategy. This strategy is premised on the perception that altering the community may modify the behavior of the residents. This crime reduction strategy is aligned to belief theory (Turanovic, & Pratt 2013). 
Developmental prevention
Since a variety of risk factors of many types of anti-social behavior are also projecting of crime and misbehavior, the consequent reduction of these risk factors increases protective factors that have far-reaching benefits (Turanovic, & Pratt 2013). This strategy advocates for administering a variety of interventions through childhood development because it is believed that based on the proposition that early intervention in an individual’s development can produce substantial long-lasting offense-reducing effects or constructive effects that are allied to reduction of offending propensities. This crime prevention strategy is associated with modeling or imitation theory. 
Situational Prevention Strategy
Based on the social learning theory that much crime is contextually learned, situational initiatives normally modify the context to lessen the chances of reinforcing criminal acts. Thus, situational prevention is a systematic strategic effort that advocates for altering an individual's perceived behavior to reduce the risks while at the same time serving as a complement to law enforcement approaches.  This crime prevention strategy is associated with differential reinforcement theory (Turanovic, & Pratt 2013). 
Crimes each of the strategies will most likely impact and how they contribute to social change
	First, community development strategy predominantly seeks to prevent crimes allied to domestic burglary and thefts, drug and substance use among others. This strategy contributes to social change by facilitating an avenue for engaging residents, community, local government agencies and other significant organizations, in addressing various risk behavior factors that contribute to the society’s delinquency, and crime.
Consequently, development prevention strategy mostly seeks to prevent criminal behavior allied to poor parenting, cognitive deficits, and socially disruptive behavior. This strategy emphasizes on creating "child-friendly" institutions and communities (Turanovic & Pratt, 2014). Hence, they contribute to social change by preventing the longlasting growth and repetition of crime in society. The need to be sensitive to the needs of children at the early stage empowers the community and identifies local change agents that foster partnershipsm leadership stability and management structures.
 	Subsequently, situational crime prevention is another feasible strategy for limiting the incidence of crimes especially those crimes that involve manipulations of the environment; traffic offences, tax evasion among others (Turanovic & Pratt, 2014). It is noted that at the center of these crimes, is a rational decision in which the risks and benefits of the offender are weighed. In this way, crime prevention is attained by changing the offender’s disposition hence reducing provocations. This strategy contributes to social change since policymakers and society have found a new way of working with crime through understanding the immediate environment rather than focusing on the offender or the crime itself. 
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